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BRIGGS LAW CORPORATION [FILE: 1939.00] 
Cory J. Briggs (State Bar no. 176284) 
Nora Pasin (State Bar no. 315730) 
99 East "C" Street, Suite Ill 
Upland, CA 91786 
Telephone: 909-949-71 15 

Attorneys for Plaintiff Christopher Williams 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO- HALL OF JUSTICE 

10 CHRISTOPHER WILLIAMS, 

II Plaintiff, 

12 vs. 

13 DAVID ARAMBULA; CITY OF LEMON 
GROVE; and DOES I through I ,000, 

Defendants. 

) CASE NO. 37-20 18-00023369-CU-PO-CTL 
) 
) PLAINTIFF CHRISTOPHER WILLIAMS'S 
) OPPOSITION TO DEFENDANTS' 
) MOTIO:"J IN LIMINE, 23 OF 23 
) 
) Action Filed: March 0 1, 2017 
) Department: C-68 (Whitney) 
) 
) Trial Date: August 5, 2022 
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___________________ ) Trial Time: 8:30a.m 

17 PlaintiiiChristopher Williams ("Plaintiff') respectfully submits this brief in opposition to Defendant 

18 David Arambula ("Arambula'') and City of Lemon Grove ("City") (collectively, "Defendants'') 's Motion In 

19 Limine No. 23 to preclude Cara Anderson from testifYing at trial and request for Evidence Code Section 402 

20 hearing in the alternative. 

21 Through their motion, Defendants contend that Cara Anderson should not be called to testify trial 

22 because she was not deposed in this lawsuit or otherwise disclosed as a witness in discovery, has no personal 

23 knowledge of the physical altercation at issue or the meeting preceding the physical altercation, and as such 

24 her testimony has no probative value and would result in an undue consumption oftime. All of these claims 

25 fail and the motion should be denied. 

26 Defendants feign surprise at the inclusion ofCara Anderson on Plaintiffs witness list for trial. 

27 However, this is not the first time parties have learned ofthis witness. Former City Council Member Matt 

28 Mendoza testified as to his communications with Cara Anderson after news broke ofPlaintiffs claims that he 



was attacked by Arambula. At his deposition, Mr. Mendoza contim1cd the authenticity of and testified as to 

2 the accuracy of an e-mail thread between him and Ms. Anderson con<.:erning City related issues. See Decl. 

3 Pas in, , 11, Ex.!. In Mr. Mendoza's e-mail correspondence to Ms. Anderson, Mr. Mendoza describes 

4 Arambula's behavior and response concerning the attack: 

5 "As.for Da1•id!! OMG what he has done to the City is unbelievable. A sitting City Councilman 

6 getting into afight? And then t1y and hicle [sic} itfi'om the people? This shows the Character 

7 oj'a person by taking responsibility [sicf ofhis actions, but in his case not. And dumping it on 

8 the City, why didn't lze call the sher(ff'afier the altercation ij'lze did notlzave something that 

9 lze did not want the Sher{ff'to know about?" See Dec!. Pasin, , /2, Ex.2. 

I 0 At the end ofhis e-mail correspondence, Mr. Mendoza asks Ms. Anderson to confirm her phone 

I I number in order for him to call her over the phone, suggesting that more was discussed concerning Arambula, 

12 the City, and the attack. Additionally, at his deposition, Mr. Mendoza testified that he did not consider Ms. 

13 Anderson to be a dishonest reporter. See Dccl. Pas in, ,13, Ex. 3. A ftcr Mr. Mendoza's testimony, neither 

14 Arambula nor the City chose to depose Cara Anderson. 

15 Because Ms. Anderson received City related infonnation from individuals associated with the City, 

16 she has information concerning what the City knew about Arambula's July 14,2017 meeting at his home and 

17 his subsequent attack on Plaintiff. Her inside information about what the City may have known about 

1 8 Arambula's meeting and the attack is relevant to Plaintiff's claims against the City. This relevant testimony 

19 would be valuable in providing all pertinent facts to the jury and will not result in an undue consumption oftime 

20 and would not be misleading or confusing to the jury. 

21 Additionally, an evidentiary hearing under Evidence Code Section 402 is unnecessary and will only 

22 result in an undue consumption oftimc. Section 402 hearings arc used when the existence of a preliminary fact 

23 is disputed. EVID. CODE§ 402(a). '"Preliminary fact' means a fact upon the existence or non existence of 

24 which depends the admissibility or inadmissibility of evidence." EVID. CODE§ 400. Here, all parties have seen 

25 the e-mail correspondence between Ms. Anderson and Mr. Mendoza and Mr. Mendoza testified as to its 

26 accuracy at his deposition. No question exists as to the existence of their c-mai I conversation or that they had 

27 discussed City related issues. 
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Based on the foregoing, both motion in/imine no. 23 to preclude Cara Anderson from testifying at 

2 trial and the request in the alternative for an evidentiary hearing under Evidence Code Section 402 should be 
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denied. 

Date: August 3, 2022 

By: 

PLAINTIFF'S OPPOSITION TO MOTION IN LIMINE 23 OF 23 

Respectfully submitted, 

BRIGGS LAW CORPORATION 

Nora Pasin 
Cory J. Briggs 
Attorneys for PlaintiffChristopher Williams 
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DECLARATION OF NORA PASIN 

2 I, Nora Pasin, am over the age of I R years and if called as a witness in this lawsuit will testify as 

3 follows: 

4 0. I am an attorney licensed to practice law before all courts in the State of California. I am 

5 one of the attorneys of record for Plaintiff Christopher Williams in this lawsuit. 

6 l. Attached hereto as Exhibit I arc true and correct copies of excerpts from the deposition 

7 transcript of Matt Mendoza in this lawsuit, which is maintained by our firm in the ordinary course of 

8 business. The excerpts show that Mr. Mendoza testified at his deposition as to the e-mail correspondence 

9 between him and Cara Anderson . 

10 2. Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 is a true and correct copy of the e-mail correspondence 

II between Cara Anderson and Matt Mendoza that served as Exhibit I to the deposition of Mr. Mendoza . 

12 3. Attached hereto as Exhibit 3 arc true and correct copies of excerpts from the deposition 

13 of Matt Mendoza in this lawsuit, which is maintained by our firm in the ordinary course of business. The 

14 excerpts show that Mr. Mendoza testified at his deposition that he did not question the accuracy of Ms. 

15 Anderson 's reporting. 

16 1 declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true 

17 and correct. 
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Date : August 3, 2022 
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Nora Pasin 
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EXHIBIT 1 



Matthew Mendoza 11118/2019 

1 1. 

2 THE WITNESS: Okay. 

3 (WHEREUPON, THE ABOVE-MENTIONED DOCUMENT 

4 WAS MARKED AS EXHIBIT NO. 1 TO THE TESTIMONY OF 

5 THE WITNESS AND IS ATTACHED HERETO.) 

6 BY MR. BRIGGS: 

7 

8 

9 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Do you recognize this e-mail thread? 

Yes. 

This i s an e - mai l to and from you r 

10 Boeing . com e-mail address ; correct? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. You recognize this as a true and correct 

13 copy o f the mai l thread? 

14 A. Could you give me a few seconds to read 

15 it? 

16 

17 

18 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Sure . 

Yes. 

This appears to be a true and correct 

19 copy o f the e - mai l thread? 

20 A. It appears to be. It appears to be 

21 without putting it side by side. But I do 

22 remember this. 

23 Q. Okay. Do you know whether -- did you 

24 ever hear whether Mr. Arambula had a temper? 

25 MS. SEGAL: Objection. Argumentative. 
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EXHIBIT 2 



From: Cara Anderson [mailto:cara@candidchronicle.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 11:35 PM 
To: Mendoza (US), Matthew J <matthew.j.mendoza@boeing.com> 
Subject: Re: Request for comment 

Hey Matt, 

Hope you're doing well. I wanted to reach out to see what you think about this ... I was checking out 
David Arambula's Facebook today and came across a post he made about filling your council seat. I 

know that you held weekly meetings with the community, at least back in March 2018 when we spoke 
on the phone. I also saw from attending council meetings that you were active, paid attention to 
speakers, treated the community with respect, and acted fairly. 

It leaves me to assume that Arambula's wife is displeased that you requested an investigation on the 
Arambula assault case. Did Alma ever express her displeasure with you? 

I'm also confused by Jennifer Mendoza's comment. Did the city or city council ask you to step down? 



0Jvkl fH<JmbiJI,) 1-~ilow CoJrlcillfiWHber J~1'n'hH Men!o<ct'~ 
comrr.ents to t11e Union 'lrdJUfltl ye~tero.:11 were on po,~·t. 

"1 his came as no surprise to rne. Mr. Mendola has missed tt~e :ast 
!.> t:olm'" rneetii1U, I hav!! tJet:Hl v~r~· disappo'nted in hi~ 
par lie ;;4: cn dti a council member. Mr. Me·~aOlij corllfr~.oteti to LO!:. 
Angeles :., days a week lor '- s job. And traveled lreoue<Jtly oLot of 
~tate !or woril. In his three yeats on tne council he has rarely tnade 
•my iiPIJeilrances at c;.v,,_ e·venta. Ht: doesn't sit on ar., bowds 01 

cornm;:Hle~. whicn means the other council mc:·nbt'> h<tve h;,c to 
pick up t:"e slack in orde~ to insure that our ci:,· has re:;·esenta:'cn 
<Jt SANDI\G, MrS Metro Wastawate:, Hear\lanol'~~t•, Leayue of 
Cities, etc. Ytt\ he coJiactli the ~<Jme !oJIJry .(1~ other <.llun<.il 
members and a \Javel allowance for meetings that he dves not 
attend. I like Mr. ~endoza. He is an 'n!elligen!. mar1 who had tre 
city's bt-st inl~rl"~~ at he<Jtt Hu·.·,,- .. .,.-, thi!o is .ln op~.lOrtunit·{ lo• 
~l!mon G•ovfl tG have a Coun<.il n:ewber who is rnore engaged II\ 

the c:orr:n\;ni!y and can more fully ~articipa~e n councli matte:o 

t .. ~3rk La111e ·;:i•:ic1 ;:.:,:_ r.Uu .:J so, ·N·hy ·.·,·as~1't he Te'Tio·vec· 
then''? l1rn sure there ere prr;v·~ions fo-:- !hat. 

.J;>nnifer L·;nr MendOl<i i'he Ci~y has no prov's :""; to 
!t!flWV(~ <:1 c;cuncil mtHnbet ~or <l'~Y reil~or' Wt: co;.;d only asi< 
t;,rn to tes gn. We <lie looking il~ estdblishmg a code of 
council responsibilities. 

I···· flq', 'i·l 

2 



• 

' f{-~" ~,,H~ Lttne ~=t•nnl :.:, 'rl tVf•r1::~ .. .;,J ::.cunos ld\tJ ···•~ need an 

0 

Alma Velasquez I respect that t1e c.;c.;ur ·~. has oeen 
resoectful and pro!ess!,mal abo·~: Mr. ·~endola's abrupt 
d~::>~•tw~:. Howt!vr:H, I Lr.;·•n h;,., :o IJ~ uoprepu'IH.l for the 
meet;ng!; he t>crret:'' eSI <t~\erldtH.J ;;nr:J provided .'We va:ue. 
; can't recall seeing r ~at any community everts. Frorr: his 
c.;arnpaign:m; day!>, i( wa!; obvioJs he tli:ict no inl~ntion to 
!it!'itl l.lHl~on Grc;ve Ht! liidn't e~t!rl 1ihOw ctp to \tit; 

candidate debate. !hem oute he was electeo, he 
i:nmediately began ;;::s•ttan'n<;; r.:r'lself fer his true goa: 
whict• Wi;!~ r,t'lnifiiJ fer corJQte~~ fo :;ay lhal hew;;~ 
ctJtn:tHled to Lemon Gro ... e i~ d;~iWIIebt At lea~.\ tn.o; is rr~ 
o;Jc:c•L 

Da-.·rd Ararrwui..'l I ag·e~ wholeneartedl1·. but we t.a·,;e Loge: 
::>o>! tt1i~ anel appoint 5-:Jmeore wno ···•i' r:<;;'·tecu:; 1 ~erv;o 
'l"'Tn Orl)ve. 'Ne h<tvtt rn<~ny ta entur:J and enthu!> .. ,c.ti;; ..• i:, 
eng . .;;Jed col'lrTIUnlll· members who are will;ng tc. ,:.:;.·up 
a no bring about the necessary change \hat we desperate' i 
need and tna\ out cor'WIUnily oeserves. 

Aim.-; Vnl<lSQLHlZ Ud, · 1\r:llllb.;, I comp.t~tey agree, <1nd l'rn 
loe,.,., rJ forward to wt1at tl1e future will or "~J to our beaJtil;,l 
c:i:, ~Lt, the opin:on: have on Mr. Mend~la stands. I'll give 
creo:: where credit is due, and in his case, he coes:1't 

[L~VIC Arambu~:J I agree .·lholeheMtedl,.. hut v1e li;h·e to ye: 
past 'J":; and appoint someor•.e 'N'IO wi' r·g .. tecus ·, serve 
Lemen Cro'/e 'Ne have m~n)1 taler1:ed anG enltlUt:rastically 
ttll\J.OiJe'.l comt~\uni\~ nwml>erb wl1<.l nre m\: ··cJ to ~te:..• .JP 
and onng abcu: the necessary cha•·ge tll<it we desperate:y 
••eed and tr\at o•Jr c~fTlfT'Unity deserve5 . 

Alma Ve "~'C''"z ·:Ja·~io Ar.:1mbu ; I compi!O'e :1 agree .. wd l'rn 
IOO~r;1q for.·•.Mt! to Wb.J~ the! futut!! will tnr:q to O,Jt :.; .. ;o,Jlilu· 
ctty. ow:, tht o;JJ•· Cfl I !•.;;~ Ofl Mr. ,\'erHJUL:l s:;.m::h I II ~]l';o:' 

crea: where ::·edrl is due, and in n:s c;;se -e aoes•· t 

deser·te any becauoe he didn't serve o~r c;:·1 
who:ehttiHII!Oiy, Sur 1 y, •'ot ~UP I' 

From: "Mendoza (US), Matthew J" <matthew.j.mendoza@boeing.com> 
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Date: November 14, 2019 at 7:26:48 AM PST 
To: Cara Anderson <cara@candidchronicle.com> 
Subject: RE: Request for comment 

Thank you Cara for the interesting reading! © Of course this is a face book post and most of their 
friends and family are chiming in. All of my life I have tried to stay away from that kind of back 
stabbing. I did not know David was married? Doesn't he have a girlfriend that comes to the meetings 

sometime? I am not sure and really don't care. Those two have enough on the plate to talk about 
me. 

Those two come from a side of politics that try and tear down anything that they don't agree 
with. Instead of building up a City to move forward, if it is not their idea they go against it. Jennifer 
likes to go to places and be seen, get her picture taken tell people look at me here I am see what I am 
doing but when she reports about meetings it is what a beautiful day it was, good food and met so 
many people and that was it. No meat nothing of moving forward with improving the city. I brought 
financial strength and business since to the city, this is what is needed in Lemon Grove, we will not 
move forward if it does not raise revenue. But when there were questions to be asked of people that 
came before the Council they said zero and nothing to add. It is because when it comes to running a 
City and its problems it is over their head, again like to be seen and pose for pictures. Listen to the 
tape on what they say about the meetings they go to, they can talk for a few minutes and then at the 
end you stay to yourself what did she say??? 

I can go on but I that is not the kind of guy I am. Character is lost on people know a days, they would 
smile and act nice around me and other people then back bit them when they are gone .. Charter 
counts!!! And these two their count is a BIG ZERO. 

As for David!! OMG what he has done to the City is unbelievable. A sitting City Councilman getting 
into a fight? And then try and hind it from the people? This shows the Character of a person by 
taking responsibly of his actions, but in his case not. And dumping it on the City, why didn't he call the 
sheriff after the altercation if he did not have something that he did not want the Sheriff to know 

about? 

As for taking money from the City for sitting on the Council both of them should not take a dime their 
voted on AB 805 which takes Lemon Grove vote away and gives it to Chula Vista & San Diego on 
SANDAG. We have no say!! The people of LG want a say and a vote not some other cities telling us 
what to do. So remember AB 805 when they go to their meetings and talk because in the end it is all 
talk because they voted for Lemon Grove to have no Vote. 

Was there an article that came out yesterday in the UT? 

Cara, is your number 610-350-1751? Not sure if that is a typo? I can try and call you this afternoon. 

4 



~ 
@] 

Matt Mendoza 

Sender notified by 

M_~!Ltr.!!~J5. 
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Matthew Mendoza 11/18/2019 

would have happened to me, this is a party, this 

i s my political people corning over, we had a 

little get together and this was totally on me, 

not as a City councilma n but a private party. 

BY MR. BRIGGS: 

Q. You•re saying that if you had held such 

an event at your house, not in your capacity as a 

Lemon Grove City Council Member , but wouldn't have 

asked the City to defend you in the case ; is that 

what you•re saying? 

A. Correct. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Have you ever read any of the 

articles that Ms. Anderson published in the Candid 

Chronicle that concerned you? 

A. Not that I recall. I sent them a letter 

I think a couple of weeks ago. 

Q. Have you ever known her to be a 

dishonest reporter? 

A. Not that I know of . 

Q. Have you ever known her to quote you 

inaccurately? 

MS. SEGAL: Objection. Calls for 

speculation. 

BY MR. BRIGGS: 

Q. Are you aware of any quotes that she's 

Peterson Reporting Video & Litigation Services 31 



Matthew Mendoza 11118/2019 

1 attributed to you that were inaccurate? 

2 A. Not that I recall. Because like I said, 

3 I think I saw an article a couple of weeks ago. 

4 But I don't necessarily read them or any paper. 

5 Q. Do you recall an article she wrote in 

6 March of 2018 titled "Something Doesn•t Add Up; 

7 Councilman Matt Mendoza requests an 

8 investigation.• 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. You recall reading that article when it 

11 came out? 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Did you ever call Ms. Anderson and tell 

14 her that any portion of the article was 

15 inaccurate? 

16 A. I didn't call her specifically to say 

17 that, no. 

18 Q. Have you ever told her that -- on any 

19 occasion have you ever told her that what she 

20 wrote in that article was inaccurate? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

Correct. 

Correct, that you never told her that 

23 she made a mistake in the article? 

24 A. I never had a discussion with her about 

25 that article being incorrect. 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

I. My name is K~ri Tay!Q_r_ _____________ . I am over the age of eighteen. I am employed in the 

State of California, County of 2-~.!t!!.Bernardin!!_ ___ . 

2. My _L__ business ___ residence address is Jk!ggLL~!V C_MJ!oration._21!_E_I!!!_"C~~S1r_ll_ej,_S!Ii~-U.L __ 
JlJ!La_n_d_._C~_21'Z!i!i _______________________________________________________________________ . 

3. On --------------~_Mg!!!>J)_, ]_!)].1_ ____ , I served ____ an original copy _ .j__a true and correct copy of the 

f o II owing documents: .PJ.3io.tiftCllrl$.t.9.PM.LWilli!!.IID~$..0...1ill!U.i!i9_n_tctD_d~n.d.3!1!s_'_M_Qtl!lnjn_LLmio.~n 

4 . I served the documents on the person(s) identified on the attached mailing/service list as follows : 

by personal service. I personally delivered the documents to the person(s) at the address(es) indicated on the 

list. 

___ by U.S. mail. I sealed the documents in an envelope or package addressed to the person(s) at the address(es) 

indicated on the list, with first-class postage fully prepaid, and then I 

___ deposited the envelope/package with the U.S . Postal Service 

___ placed the envelope/package in a box for outgoing mail in accordance with my office's ordinary 

practices for collecting and processing outgoing mail, with which I am readily familiar. On the same 

day that mail is placed in the box for outgoing mail, it is deposited in the ordinary course of business 

with the U.S . Postal Service . 

I am a resident of or employed in the county where the mailing occurred. The mailing occurred in the city of 

________________ UaLa_Jltl, California. 

___ by overnight delivery . I sealed the documents in an envelope/package provided by an overnight-delivery 

service and addressed to the person(s) at the address(es) indicated on the list, and then I placed the 

envelope/package for collection and overnight delivery in the service's box regularly utilized for receiving items 

for overnight delivery or at the service's office where such items are accepted for overnight delivery. 

by facsimile transmission . Based on an agreement oft he parties or a court order, I sent the documents to the 

person(s) at the fax number(s) shown on the list. Afterward, the fax machine from which the documents were 

sent reported that they were sent successfully. 

_.{__ by e-m ail delivery . Based on the parties ' agreement or a court order or rule, l sent the documents to the person(s) 

at the e-mail address(es) shown on the Jist. I did not rccei ve, within a reasonable period of time afterward, any 

electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws __ _ of the United States _ .{._ of the State of California 

that the foregoing is true and correct. 

s;'"''"'" ~~ ~~~-------~------lX-1 ~ Date; _______ _ _____ 6JU3J_Sj)_, J9]] ____ _ 



SE~VICE LIST 

Christopher Williams vs. Lemon Grove 
Superior Court of the State of California Case No. 37-2018-00023369-CU-PO-CTL 

Kimberly S. Oberrecht 
Nathaniel J. Michels 
HORTON, OBERRECHT & KIRKPATRICK 
101 W. Broadway, Suite 600 
San Diego, California 9210 1· 
Telephone: ( 619) 232-1183 
koberrecht@hortonfirm.com 
nmichels@hortonfirm.com 
pparish@hortonfirm.com 

Kathryn Lee Colgan 
Emily M. Straub 
TYSON & MENDES LLP 
5661 La Jolla Boulevard 
La Jolla, CA 92037 
Telephone: (858) 459-4400 
klee@tysonmendes.corn 
estraub@tysonrnendes.com 
Legal Assistant: Marlena Vaughn: 
mvaughn@tysonmendes.corn 

Attorneys for Defendant CITY OF LEMON 
GROVE 

Attorneys for D~fendant DAVID 
ARAMBULA 
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