
PROPERTY/PROJECT TIMELINE 
APN: 463-010-10 

PORTION OF LOT 67 OF RANCHO MISSION OF SAN DIEGO 
 
 

1950s - Original property owners landlocked the property, not the city. Owners in the 
1950's ceded access rights to Marne Avenue as the property consisted of a deep gully and 
was not deemed suitable for developing. The owner, Lenny Bloom (a.k.a. Marburn Corp) 
tried many schemes to develop the Land over the years, including buying a house on 
Marne Ave. in the l 970's, with the intent of tearing it down, unbeknownst to sellers, and 
neighbors, to create an ingress/egress on that property. When that venture was stopped by 
residents and the City, he tried several other times to build and force his way on to 
College Avenue, not only the busiest arterial in the entire community, but at a point 
where traffic already converged from several directions.  
 
Site was partially previously graded to its current configuration in the late 1950’s to early 
1960’s in relation to the construction of the residential development to the east, College 
Avenue to the west and Interstate 8 and associated College Avenue off ramp to the south 
and southwest. The report further states that fills of 20 to 30 feet deep appear to have 
been placed in the southwesterly portion of the site associated with the residential 
development to the southeast, based on historic photos and topographic maps. 
 
There is a 10-foot wide easement for public sewer recorded January 14, 1959, a 15-foot 
wide easement for storm drain recorded September 2, 1964, a 10-foot wide easement for 
storm drains recorded November 17, 1955, and an easement for slope rights recorded 
January 10, 1959 
 
December 7, 1982: Adoption of Navajo Community Plan 
 
September 13, 1990 letter from City of San Diego regarding designating the land as 
Open Space 



 
 
2014: traffic study (prior to opening of Einstein’s Bagels) 
 
December 2014 For Sale Sign on property; decision by March 2014 to develop 
single-family homes 
 
Presentation to DCAC 
 
July 8, 2015 NCPI Board Meeting 



 



 
 
July 23, 2015: Presentation to DCAC by ColRich for 24 homes. 100 people in 
attendance. 
 
January 13, 2016 NCPI presentation about 26 homes 
https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/1_13_16_draft_meeting_minutes.pdf 

● Concerns for tcycle-3-issues-report-2-9-16.pdf 
 
San Diego Planning Dept, February 9, 2016 Issues report 
cycle-3-issues-report-2-9-16.pdf 
 
December 12, 2016 biological technical report prepared by Alden Environmental, Inc. 
was provided for the project reflecting the current conditions of the site and impacts to 
biological resources. 
 
 
January 2017 Planning Department notified Marburn of outstanding issues (noise study, 
biological issues, etc.) 
 

https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/1_13_16_draft_meeting_minutes.pdf


May 24, 2017 City San Diego's ("City") Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration ("MND") 
dated for the "Marbum Corp. TM" project ("Project") (Project Number 435483).  
 
April 2017 Planning Department notified Marburn of still outstanding issues 
 
May 2017 ColRich presentation to DCAC; those in attendance voted against the plan 
https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2017/12/05_10_2017_final_meeting_minutes.
pdf 

● “Left over land from the 1950s, not good location to develop” 
● Dan Smith states that we must be respectful of the land use, will not support 

motion.  
 
May 24. 2017 Project #435483 Draft MND rejected by DCAC and NCPI  
https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2017051071 
 
 
June 12, 2017 City of San Diego responded to DCAC comments regarding the MND.  
 
Sept 2017 Planning Commission Report 
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/pc-17-066.pdf 

https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2017/12/05_10_2017_final_meeting_minutes.pdf
https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2017/12/05_10_2017_final_meeting_minutes.pdf
https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2017051071
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/pc-17-066.pdf


 
 
December 14, 2017: DCAC update.  



 
 
December 2017 City Council approves 24 homes; project not completed. Land remains 
vacant. 
 
December 21 2017: APC purchases land from Marburn 



 
 
January 2018 extensive traffic study completed by SDSU 
https://bfa.sdsu.edu/campus/facilities/planning/docs/Draft_Additional_Analysis_Section.
pdf 
 
January 2018 City of San Diego City Attorney submitted memorandum to reflect change 
of ownership from Marburn Corp. to Light on a Hill, LLC. 

https://bfa.sdsu.edu/campus/facilities/planning/docs/Draft_Additional_Analysis_Section.pdf
https://bfa.sdsu.edu/campus/facilities/planning/docs/Draft_Additional_Analysis_Section.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
April 2018 All People’s brochure on “Light on a Hill” 
 
https://light.allpeopleschurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Light-Project-Intro-Trif

old-1.pdf 
 
Note in particular the “...The property will become...a visible sign of God’s Kingdom to 
the city” 
 
April 18, 2018 DCAC update  

https://light.allpeopleschurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Light-Project-Intro-Trifold-1.pdf
https://light.allpeopleschurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Light-Project-Intro-Trifold-1.pdf


 
 
April 26 2018 APC presentation to DCAC 



 
 
May 9, 2018 NCPI meeting 
Jay Wilson update: ColRich property 26 homes is no longer happening. Church going to 
be built there instead. July 26 next meeting 
 
May 30, 2018 ownership disclosure statement filed with City of San Diego  



 
May 31, 2018 Letter from Atlantic group to City Planners 
https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/initiation-letter-0531181243.pdf 
 
 
May 31, 2018 Initiation Letter Atlantis Group for amendment to Community Plan 
https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/6-13-18-ncpi-meeting-minutes.pdf 
 
June 4, 2018  Agenda for NCPI on June 13  

5551 1/3 College Ave. APN 463-010-1000  

San Diego Municipal Code Sec 131 

Zoning RS-1-7 Environmentally Sensitive Lands Overlay 
*Biological Resources* 
Currently NOT PERMITTED in this zoning category 
NOT referenced under allowed Institutional Uses 

 

https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/initiation-letter-0531181243.pdf
https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/6-13-18-ncpi-meeting-minutes.pdf


Referenced under “Separately Regulated Commercial Services Uses” *Assembly and Entertainment 
Uses* 

Note: Allowed in RM zoning with limits 

On June 4, 2018 at APC’s request, Navajo Planners BOD by a 13-1 margin, voted in favor of initiating a 
Community Plan Amendment to gain approval allowing for a church use on a site designated for 
residential use. 

 
This was forwarded to the SD Planning Comm whose staff recommended initiating the process believing 
that compliance with the 3 criteria contained in the General Plan can be met. 
 
#1 The Amendment request appears to be consistent with the goals and policies of the General Plan and 
the Navajo Comm Plan. 
 
#2 Provides additional public benefits to the community as compared to the existing land use designation, 
density/intensity range, plan policies or site design. 
 
#3 Public facilities appear to be available to serve the proposed increase in density/ intensity or their 
provision will be addressed as a component of the amendment process. 
 
The Amendment would retain the underlying SFD designation to allow housing should the church use 
cease in the future. 
 
The following land use issues identified by City staff will be analyzed and evaluated through the 
Community Plan review process. 
 
Evaluate sensitive site design with respect to the surrounding natural environment. Determine the 
appropriate land use designation and intensity of use for the site. 
 
Analyze design and access issues on the site with regards to neighborhood interface and pedestrian, 
bicycle, transit and auto access and circulation. 
 
Neither the staff nor the Planning Comm is committed to recommend approval or denial.  
_______ 

 
June 13, 2018 NCP Amendment notes from NCPI Agenda 
Action Items:Community Plan Amendment Initiation Application-PTS 609490: Marcela 
Escobar-Eck, All Peoples Church-Request approval from NCPI for applicant to initiate a 
Community Plan Amendment to modify Figure 24 of the Navajo Community Plan. 
 
June 13, 2018 NCPI Board Meeting*** 
https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/6-13-18-ncpi-meeting-minutes.pdf 

https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/6-13-18-ncpi-meeting-minutes.pdf


 
The All Peoples Church – request approval of a recommendation to initiate an 
amendment to the Navajo Community Plan to add “church” as an allowed land use. A 
Planned Development Permit will be needed to allow development that complies with the 
applicable land use plan, but contains uses that are not permitted in the underlying base 
zone and a Site Development permit also will be needed for property that contains and/or 
in adjacent to environmentally sensitive lands. 
 
July 26 2018 APC presents to DCAC 



 
 
July 10, 2018 NCPI Initiation of amendment to Navajo Community Plan to allow 
“church” on proposed site - 5551-⅓ College Avenue 



 
October 22, 2018 APC update to DCAC 

 
January 9, 2019 APC update to NCPI 
All Peoples Church - Christian Burn (consultant) – Planning Commission approved 
update. Project submittal soon to be submitted. Consultants are looking at potential issues 
and working on submittal. Will come back before NCPI Board with submittal overview. 
M. Adams asked to remind everyone where church will be located (off College Blvd near 
Del Cerro Blvd). 
  
April 16 & 26 2019 Traffic Study completed by City of San Diego 
  



April 25, 2019 APC update to DCAC 

 
May 2019 APC update on their website 
All Peoples Church formally submitted plans for the Light Project to the City of San 
Diego this month to begin the project review process. The church also conducted a 
number of community outreach activities to share plans with local community groups and 
neighbors of the project. Presentations were made to both the Del Cerro Action Council 
and the Navajo Community Planners. Church representatives also met with a 
subcommittee of the Navajo Community Planners tasked with working with the church to 
review and comment on the project and held a meeting with neighbors whose properties 
are adjacent to the church’s parcel. 
 
All Peoples Church looks forward to continuing discussions with the community as the 
project review process moves forward. 



 
May 8, 2019 NCPI meeting with Board Discussion 
https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2019/09/05_08_19-ncpi_minutes-adopted.pdf 
All Peoples Church – Robert Heber, Pastor at All Peoples Church: Powerpoint 
presentation regarding background and proposed project; non-denominational community 
church with 900- 1000 members, many who reside in Navajo; Marcela Escobar-Eck: 
presentation on website; project submitted 5/3 for Community Plan Amendment to 
add church designation and PDP for to allow church use and deviations (rezone not 
proposed, property will remain zoned SF); 900-seat sanctuary with both fixed and 
non-fixed seating; California Mission-inspired design; two entry points one with 
proposed intersection/traffic signal on College; deviation from 30-foot height limit for 
towers and cross; 371 parking spaces in both surface and structured parking; 

 
Note: Mr. Schindler: what is expected congregation growth? Focus is on international 
outreach and 
approvals would be conditioned at 900 maximum. 
 
May 19, 2019 Mission Times Courier article “new church proposed for college Avenue 
property” 
https://missiontimescourier.com/new-church-proposed-for-college-avenue-property/ 
 
June 2019 APC update on their website 
The City of San Diego issued their first round of comments on the project plans 
submitted by All Peoples Church in May 2019. Called a “Cycle Issues Report,” these 
comments are the result of a review of the proposed plans by several City departments. 
The next step is for the All Peoples Church team to review the comments and make 
revisions to the plans and/or develop responses to address the City’s comments. It is 
anticipated that there will be +/- three rounds of project submittals and responses from the 
City before plans are finalized. 
 
June 12, 2019. NCPI forms subcommittee  
Formation of NCPI Project Sub-Committee for All Peoples Church 

https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2019/09/05_08_19-ncpi_minutes-adopted.pdf
https://missiontimescourier.com/new-church-proposed-for-college-avenue-property/


-Motion by Adams, Second by Wilson to form Sub-Committee which will be responsible 
for meetings/correspondents outside of NCPI, with findings and updates being presented 
to the board at each scheduled monthly meeting. (Members: Adams, Wilson, Grucela, 
Haug). Approved 11-0. 
 
 
July 19, 2019 City of San Diego issues forst cycles report to APC regarding project 
 
September 2019: City Councilmember Scott Sherman’s office (via private email) 

 
 
September 2019: APC representative Kristen Byrne provided update via private email 



 

 
October 2019 APC update on their website 
All Peoples Church and its project team are working to develop responses and revisions 
to project plans in response to the comments submitted by the City over the summer. A 
number of the issues that need to be addressed are technical and require input from both 
the City and Caltrans before responses can be finalized. Once these are resolved, the 
project will be resubmitted to the City for the second round of review and comment. The 
Light Project website has been updated! The website, https://light.allpeopleschurch.org/, 
now includes a page dedicated to the Project Approval Process. It includes project facts, 
an overview of the project review process, answers to frequently asked questions, project 
updates, and a form for interested members of the community to submit comments and 



questions and sign up for project updates. We hope that this new page will help us share 
important information and updates with the community. 
 
October 24 2019 APC update to DCAC 

 

 



 
 
January 2020 APC update on their website 
All Peoples Church has recently been made aware of a new city ordinance in San Diego 
that allows churches to be built with considerably less parking than previously required in 
order to allow churches to create housing in their parking lots to help those that 
experience homelessness. While All Peoples Church is committed to restoring the lives 
of those that are experiencing homelessness, we want to communicate to the community 
– specifically our new neighbors in the Del Cerro area – that we have no plans to reduce 
the size of our parking lot or house homeless people on our property. We need all of our 
allotted parking spaces to support our worship services each weekend at All Peoples 
Church. Our parking facilities are important to ensure that our congregants park on site 
and not in the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
March 11 2020: NCPI meeting. APC proposed new site plan moving structure and 
parking closer to college Ave.  



 
 
May 2020 APC update on their website 
All Peoples Church has submitted and received notes from the city of San Diego on our 
2nd submittal regarding site plans. We are in the process of dialoging with the 
community and state entities to develop the best plan possible for the site development. 
Thank you for your patience and input as a community as we work with the city, the 
highway department, and the surrounding community in discussing our plans. 
 
July 23, 2020: APC provided update at DCAC meeting 



 



 
 

 



Fall 2020 APC website update 
All Peoples Church made what we hope is our final submittal of plans to the City of San 
Diego over the summer and we are expecting final comments soon. An environmental 
review of the project would then be conducted before the project can move forward to the 
Planning Commission and City Council for public hearings. 
 
In November, the project will be presented to the Navajo Community Planners, the 
official advisory group to the City of San Diego on community land use issues. We will 
ask the group for a recommendation of approval of the project, which will be forwarded 
to the City of San Diego. 
 
September 8, 2020 Email response from Derrick Johnson re: PTS 609490/636444 
 

 
 
September 15, 2020 APC pastor opinion letter to Governor Newsom 
https://www.christianpost.com/news/open-letter-to-gov-newsom-lets-work-together-with-
churches-for-common-good.html 
 
 
November 5, 2020 NCPI Board meeting 
(Minutes not correctly reflected) 
https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2020/11/minutes-november-5-2020-all-people
s-church.pdf 
 
November 11, 2020 NCPI Meeting 
 
 

https://www.christianpost.com/news/open-letter-to-gov-newsom-lets-work-together-with-churches-for-common-good.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/open-letter-to-gov-newsom-lets-work-together-with-churches-for-common-good.html
https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2020/11/minutes-november-5-2020-all-peoples-church.pdf
https://navajoplanners.files.wordpress.com/2020/11/minutes-november-5-2020-all-peoples-church.pdf


November 20, 2020: Mission Times Courier article “conflict and confusion over APC” 
https://missiontimescourier.com/conflict-and-confusion-over-all-peoples-church-project/ 
 
 
 

https://missiontimescourier.com/conflict-and-confusion-over-all-peoples-church-project/

